CAROLINA ARTISTS

o matter where he travels, Bill

Newman keeps his craft close

at hand. It’s rare to find the

Cary resident without his

trusty companion: a large tote
filled with pine straw, black walnuts, a needle
and thread — all the tools required to build
his unique coiled baskets.

“I don’t care if I'm sitting on the beach, at
the airport, or in a mall waiting for my wife to
finish shopping — there’s always something I
can work on,” says Newman. “And if I'm
sorting pine straw or stitching a basket, my
wife can shop for as long as she likes — as
long as she doesn’t buy anything,” he says
with a grin.

Newman typically draws inquisitive
glances from passersby, but he doesn’t shy
away from such curiosity. If someone catches
his eye, he’ll invite them to sit and learn
more about his work, showing a few sample
stitches or explaining why he sorts and
bundles pine needles according to their
length. Such exchanges edge Newman closer
to his goal of preserving this traditional craft
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Using mostly found materials and
drawing inspiration from shapes around
him, Cary’s Bill Newman creates graceful
coiled baskets and delights in sharing his

knowledge of the craft.
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for future generations. “I learned this craft by
accident; my wife was attending a basket-
making class, and I asked if I could tag
along,” he explains. “Now, as much as I love
to create baskets, I'm also addicted to sharing
what I know. If I just sat here and stitched
baskets, I'd eventually lose interest. But |
meet so many people by sharing what I
know, and it continues to feel rewarding.”

On pines and needles

Newman’s pine needle creations employ a
universal basket-making technique called
coiling. A small bundle of pine needles is sewn
together with a continuous stitch, forming coils
that stack to form a basket. Pine needles are
continually added to the coil through a small
copper gauge; the size of the gauge dictates the
thickness of the coil and, therefore, the overall
look of the basket itself. Artists may embellish
the baskets with various decorations, including
buttons, pieces of wood, pine cones, or nut
slices, which are Newman’s preference. Such
embellishments are often attached to the coils
and arranged in symmetrical patterns, and






